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Material Verdict in Tang Dynasty : Comparing with Formalistic Verdict
HUO Cun-fu'?
(1. Law School, Jilin University, Changchun 130012;
2. Law School, Shenyang Normal University, Shenyang 110034, China)

Abstract : The material verdict in Tang Dynasty, which is the true verdict about administrative, criminal,
civil affairs or disputes made by government officials, is different from the popular formalistic verdict at that
time for the purpose of exercise. In Tang Dynasty, verdict writing is one of the criteria for official selection.
Those verdict-writers with good command of wording and argument will stand out for government posts. Good
verdicts, no matter material or formalistic, gain great popularity in society. Material verdicts containing judg—
ment of public and private affairs show routine work of government officials of various levels. Within the court
hierarchy, material verdict shows the procedure of adjudication, generally from bottom to top. The material ver—
dicts of Tang Dynasty we can find today include lots of cruel verdict, balanced verdict and wrong verdict, which
represent the officialdom in Tang Dynasty. Material verdict is the important first-hand source for the research of
administrative and judicial situation of Tang Dynasty.

Key Words: Tang Dynasty; verdict; material verdict; formalistic verdict
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